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April 24, 1853

A sermon preached by the Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte in the First
Reformed Church, Holland, Michigan. The sermon is four small
pages. The sermon had been preached many times (at least a
dozen) in the Netherlands but his handwriting this time is very
hard to read. It is not clear what his text was for this sermon.
cre--"Ct 627, de--,csr7 /e-zc
In Dutch. --

4D21

Original in the Van Raalte Col ection, Calvin College Archives,
Box 2, fldr 39a.
A letter of Henry J. Kuiper, editor of the Banner, to Prof.
George Stob indicates that Dr. Albert Hyma gave him three ACVR
items which he was now forwarding to Stob. Kuiper translated the
piece on education and published it in the Banner, no date given.
The letter of Kuiper is dated April 12, 1949.
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I John V:12
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son does
not have life.
Holland 24 April 1853
I. To have God's Son and not to have him
II. To which is related life and death.
1. He teaches in this chapter that the love of God and the
children of God go together, that the love of God expressed
in his laws becomes evident, that the world is won over by faith
in Christ and then, however we give evidence of God's witness
concerning Christ, he gives us the desire to accept him, upon
which depends our Christian welfare, saying, he who has the
son, has life. By nature we do not have the Son, but are
enemies of God: to have the Son does not lie in the preaching
of the word or the hearing of the gospel's message, it does
not lie in a historical understanding of the truth, it does
not lie in a second-hand invitation of God's people. It lies
in making a public profession and the use of the Sacraments
[ms. illegible]
but the matter meant here is being possessed of Jesus in faith
- the important thing is in faith - knowledge of Jesus - not
merely a cool and nodding acquaintance but a knowledge through
the light of the Spirit, viz.,a knowledge of him as Son of
God, as mediator between God and man, as a sacrificial lamb
who bears God's anger. Such a knowledge will not leave you
cool.
2. an assurance from Jesus that is related to the truth which
says that if you have Jesus then you possess him in a new heart
and he has his place there with you. The devils know him but
do not love him because they do not possess him as savior:Jesus
must have a place in the heart, which becomes evident if one
expresses a thirst, if one seeks his presence more and more,
if one fears to displease him -- which occurs when one knows

lb

3. the joy of having Jesus:
the joy of possession is related
to a seed. I will not go into detail because I cannot tell
you everything that is found in Jesus according to the Word:
-- a free and open entry to God on his side
-- free boldness toward God on our side
-- by the indwelling of his Spirit a watch on the heart including
a spiritual knowledge and joy in fellowship with God
-- a wholesome, humble knowledge of ourselves, a saving grace
freeing us from concern with earthly transitoriness and
emptiness
the Law in the sense of knowing by ear but also as the Law
in the heart
all earthly joy is through him a transitory gift
through the indwelling of the Spirit a warning to live a
pure life to the glory of God
in case of lengthy wandering and sickness of the soul in
sin, a cleansing warning and a comfort through his completed work.
II.Eternal and important results hang on this having or not
having Jesus. If you have him, then life is your portion.
If you don't have him, then you are pronounced dead, eternally
dead. The present life exists in that basic principle and
practical fact, that when the Spirit of God pours into the
heart, after which it can be said that he is a new creature,
he lives a life that knows no end and will last forever. He
is relieved of the cause of our death, he is freed from the
curse of the law, he is justified and has peace with God through
Jesus Christ: now he really lives because he lives in him and
shows his image in his life. He can expect eternal peace and
salvation. Now is the beginnimng, but in a little while he
will again be free of all separation, have fellowship with
his God happily and intimately. But, 0 Man! think what on the
other hand results from an alienation from Jesus. Now and
eternally he is considered dead. No spiritual good, but only
the devil's image shows in him, no purity but vileness, his
works bring no peace or happiness but bitterness and grief.
Man remains in Adam and God's flaming expelling sword remains
drawn against him and the end is expulsion from God's presence.
0 Man! consider the advantage of knowing Jesus!
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REV. HENRY KEEGSTRA. con-on."DE WACHTER"
JACOB BUITEN, BUSINESS MANAGER
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REFORMED

PUBLISHING
47 Jefferson Ave.,

Grand Rapids, Michigan
April 12, 1949

THE BANNER
DE WACHTER
THE INSTRUCTOR
CHILDREN'S COMRADE

Prof.George Stob
Grand Rapids, Michigan

THE K EY
THE GOOD NEWS

Dear Dr.Stob:
PagbediOn Committee
J. B. HULST. PRESIDENT
H. H. MEETER. VICE•PRES
D. H. KROMMINGA. SEC T
JACOB FEENSTRA
HENRY

DENKEMA

GERRIT J. ROOKS
GERRIT I. BUIST
HENRY J. EVENHOUSE
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Accompanying this letter are three Van Raalte documents which
I gladl-Ay donate to our Seminary. They are two legal documents
and three sermons. One of these, with the dates on the first
page, was preached by Van Raalte a number of times in the Netherlands, the first time at Ommen, in 1840, the last time in
Holland, Michigan,on April 24, 1853. It is only an outline.
The one on Education is written out in full. I have translated
major portions of it for The Banner.

PETER G. HOLWERDA

The foregoing documents do not belong to the Eerdmans collection
but were given to me by Dr.Hyma for favors I showed him in connection with the publication of his book on Van Raalte.
The letter of Van Raalte to his wife is priceless. The historic
references are important and refer to Van Raaltels change of
mind about the location of his colony,his original intention
being, if I remember well, to go to Wisconsin. How touching
some of the expressions, as e.g."nogmaals kus de kinderkens."
Also the admonition to seek spiritual sustenance. And then
the practical advice:"Laat de ~min drukte der wasch u niet
Cerwoesten': The sermon on education, by the way, shows that
the term "verwoesten" was one of Van Raalte r s favorites.
Sorry I cannot claim the letter as my own. It should go with
the Eerdmans collection, so Dr.Hyma told me. But I shall white
him to see if he has changed his mind and will inform you about
his answer.
Sincerely Yours,

Ale ,,/7Z
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